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London Borough of Hammersmith & Fulham 

 
Report to: Health, Inclusion and Social Care Policy & Accountability Committee 
 
Date:   4 March 2020 
 
Subject:  Specialist Palliative Care Services 
 
Report of:  Hammersmith & Fulham Clinical Commissioning Group  
 
Responsible Director: External Report from Janet Cree, Managing Director, 
Hammersmith & Fulham Clinical Commissioning Group 
 
Summary 
 
This report provides an update on the future provision of local specialist palliative 
care services. 
 
Recommendations 
 
That that the Committee considers, comment on and note the report. 
 
Wards Affected: All 
 
Contact Officer: 
 
Name: Janet Cree 
Position: Managing Director, Hammersmith and Fulham Clinical Commissioning 
Group 
Telephone: 0203 350 4273 
E-mail: janet.cree@nhs.net 
 

 
Background Papers Used in Preparing This Report 
 
None.  
 

 
 
1.  Introduction 
 
1.1  This report provides an update to the Committee on the work that is being 
undertaken across four of the eight NW London CCGs on specialist palliative care.   
 
2.  Background 
 
2.1  The CCG presented a paper to the Committee in September 2019 and January 
2020 setting out an updates on the work that was being done to consider the 
Strategic Review of Palliative Care that was undertaken by an independent reviewer.  
The review provided a comprehensive assessment of the current local service 
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provision, a review of best practice and made a number of recommendations for 
commissioners to consider for the future model of service. The review identified a 
number of challenges across the services in the areas of:  

 inequity of specialist palliative care services in the three boroughs  
 inequity of access to the services, with only 48% of people who have an 

expected death having any contact with community palliative care services;  
 70% of patients would prefer to die in their own home but are unable to; and  
 inequity of funding arrangements for the services from the CCGs.  

The full report can be found here https://www.centrallondonccg.nhs.uk/news- 
publications/news/2019/06/strategic-review-of-palliative-care-services.aspx  
 
Janet Cree 
Managing Director 
Hammersmith and Fulham Clinical Commissioning Group 
February 2020 
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